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MESSAGE FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
Matthew Baumgarten 
 
Hello Berkley, and a Happy October to you all!  
 
It’s officially Autumn in Berkley and another beautiful month lies ahead of us. There is 
a great deal of activity this month as we plan to safely take our next steps toward 
returning to in-person services.  
 
We will be reopening City Hall to the public this month (Tuesday, October 6th), as 
well as, restarting in-person programming within the Community Center. We will be 
doing this all while continuing to maintain our high level of virtual access to city 
services Berkley has come to rely on since March. 

 
There is no doubt that the last six months have been difficult but as I have been discussing within this column for a 
while, we have and will continue to provide our municipal services in the best capacity that we can. We have seen 
the demand for virtual service options in our community, and this pandemic has shown how well we have been able 
to meet that demand and what we need to plan for moving forward.  
 
Even with opening City Hall, we hope that those who 
want to and are able to do so will continue to take 
advantage of our virtual service avenues as we will 
continue to promote those options for our community. 
Additionally, we want to make sure City Hall remains a 
safe place for those who need to come in person and is 
free of overcrowding.  
  
That being said, please practice patience if we cannot 
answer the phone or reply to your email as quickly as 
any of us would like. This also goes for when you come 
to see us in person. We will be sure to get back to you 
or service your request as quickly as we can.  
 
To learn more about our reopening process, visit 
berkleymich.org/COVIDreopenplan.  
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STRAIGHT FROM THE CLERK’S OFFICE 
 
The November Election Is One Month Away!  
The Clerk's Office is working hard preparing for the Tuesday, November 3, 2020, General 
Election. We have already had over 6,000 requests for absentee ballots. In the State of 
Michigan, all voters have the choice of voting via absentee ballot or in-person at the polls. 
 
Know your vote? Dropping off your absentee ballot as soon as it is completed is very 
helpful for the Clerk's Office.  
Undecided? No worries! Take your time. The deadline to drop off an absentee ballot is 
Tuesday, Nov. 3 by 8 PM. 
 
We Need Your Help! 
Apply to be an Election Worker by heading to www.berkleymich.org/electionworkerapp.  
 
Clerk’s Office offering Extended Hours for ELECTION BUSINESS ONLY 
We are offering extended hours during the month of October to assist voters with all of their election needs on the 
following days (no appointment needed): 
 

Date: Time: 

Wednesday, September 16 5 PM to 8 PM 

Friday, October 2 5 PM to 8 PM 

Tuesday, October 6 (*Drive-Up Service) 5 PM to 7 PM 

Thursday, October 15 5 PM to 7 PM 

Saturday, October 24 9 AM to 3 PM  

Saturday, October 31 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM  
 

 
*On October 6, 2020, the Clerk's Office will be offering curbside drive-up service ONLY for residents to submit 
completed ballots, absentee ballot applications, and voter registration material all from the convenience of your 
car.  
 
For more information about any voting needs, please visit www.berkleymich.org/vote. 
 

 
FINANCE UPDATE 
 
It’s Audit Season!  
The City of Berkley began its first virtual audit on September 30th. COVID-19 has 
changed how everything is being accomplished these days and the audit is no exception.  
 
Plante Moran will be conducting their audit fieldwork and we expect a normal timeline of 
two weeks of fieldwork, and then we will likely receive our completed Consolidated Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR) sometime in November 2020. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
 
Thank You for Your Patience 
The building department has been working tirelessly to stay on top of all permits, inspections, and general inquiries for 
building and development. We appreciate the public's understanding during these busy times, as we have done our 
absolute best to return every phone call and email as soon as possible. 
 
City Staff Updating Text amendments That Will Enhance The Community 
There has been a lot of interest in installing murals on commercial businesses and city staff have been brainstorming 
ways to ensure all public art fits with the character of Berkley, while also allowing local artists the opportunity to showcase 
their talents. City Council held a discussion on crafting an ordinance and policy for public murals and sculptures in the 
City.  Stay tuned, as we navigate through this exciting process! 

 
Berkley Outdoor Dining, Sales, and Service Resolution Extended Through 
March 31, 2021 
City Council approved the extension of the resolution to allow outdoor dining, sales, 
service areas for local businesses through March 31, 2021. This is intended to assist 
businesses that are looking to expand their service areas when they are restricted to 
operate at maximum capacity.  
 
The City Council also approved temporary outdoor enclosures through March 31, 2021, 
so businesses can continue to operate during the fall and winter seasons. These 
enclosures will require a plan review and site inspections.  
 

Interested businesses can submit applications for the outdoor areas to the Community Development Department for 
review and approval. Learn more at www.berkleymich.org/communitydevelopment.  
 
Berkley Master Plan 
The Master Plan process continues. On September 13 & 15, members of the 
Planning Commission and the Master Plan Steering Committee met to walk the 
corridors in the community with planning consultants Megan Masson-Minock and 
Kristoffer Canty. On September 13, the attendees walked sections of Eleven Mile 
and Greenfield. On September 15, the attendees walked East Twelve Mile and 
sections of Woodward.  
 
On each tour, they also walked sections of the residential neighborhoods close to 
the corridors. They were very successful with good participation and a lot of promising ideas were shared. 
 
Have something to share with us? We have set up a voicemail box for any residents wanting to leave a message with 
their ideas at 248-658-3327, or email masterplan@berkleymich.net. Learn more at www.berkleymich.org/masterplan. 
 
Berkley Marihuana Update 
The City’s internal Marihuana policy team has completed the evaluation process for selecting the top three applicants to 
move forward for approval in the Marihuana business licensing process in Berkley. 
 
Over the past 90 days, City staff has been hard at work evaluating the thirty (30) submitted applications from competitive 
Marihuana applicants seeking to set up shop as the first of their kind in Berkley. The City’s evaluation process consisted 
of multiple phases including a completeness check and resubmission period, a review of the applications to ensure 
pass-fail requirements are met, and the final merit scoring which determined the ranking of applications. 
 
To view the final scoring results and to stay up-to-date with the Marihuana business license approval process, visit 
www.berkleymich.org/marihuana 
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PUBLIC WORKS SEASONAL REMINDERS 

Due to spacing constraints in the building, the office at the Department of Public Works remains closed to the public. 
DPW is available via phone at 248-658-3490 during standard work hours (7 AM - 3:30 PM) or email at 
publicworks@berkleymich.net. All DPW team members are working. 
 
 
Stay in the Know With DPW! 
Residents are encouraged to sign up for Berkley’s email updates. In addition to receiving the monthly City newsletter, 
residents will be sent alerts related to water main breaks, road construction, chipper route reminders, and snow 
emergencies. You can sign up on the City website at www.berkleymich.org/newsletters.  
 
 
Yard Waste Collection 
Yard waste collection information, including the full schedule, is posted on the City website and has been sent to all 
residents via utility bills. Free pickup of yard bags or labeled cans (50 lbs. limit) runs through November 27. Until leaf 
volumes get heavy, we recommend residents utilize yard waste bags for weekly disposal which helps keep the streets 
clean/clear. Leaves only may be raked to the curb beginning on October 19. 
 
 
Chipper Service Reminder 
The branch chipper service runs once a month starting the 3rd Monday of each month. Please note the chipper service 
will only accept branches over 4' in length and over 2" in diameter. 
 
Smaller branches must be placed in yard waste bags/cans for FREE weekly pickup on garbage day. Residents can sign 
up using the online request form here: bit.ly/BerkleyChipper or they continue to contact the DPW if the chipper service is 
needed at 248-658-3490. 
 
 
Trash Bins Available 
96-gallon trash toters can be purchased from DPW for $60 each. These are wheeled cans with attached lids that are 
dumped mechanically by the City trash hauler. Please contact the DPW for more details. 
 
 
Do you have a question about waste or what can be recycled? 
SOCRRA has a Waste Wizard tool on their website and an app is also available to download. Simply type in a question or 
keyword and the search engine will provide an answer and more details. 
 
 
Learn more about Public Works by visiting www.berkleymich.org/publicworks. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY NOTICE 
 
2020 Halloween Safety Tips 
 
The way we celebrate Halloween in Michigan will be different this 
year due to COVID-19.  
 
Check out some of these recommendations on Halloween 
trick-or-treating below from the CDC and the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services.  
 
You can also learn more at www.halloween2020.org.  
 
Trick-or-Treat COVID-19 Safety Tips 

● Trick-or-treating hours start around 6 PM 
● Talk with children about safety and social distancing guidelines and expectations. 
● Keep a 6ft distance from others not in your group 
● Participate in one-way trick-or-treating and guide children to stay to the right to ensure social distancing 
● Trick or treat with people you live with 
● Avoid congregating in groups around houses 
● Wear a face mask covering both mouth and nose (A costume/Halloween mask is not a substitute) 
● Only go to houses with safety measures in place. 
● Be sure to drive slow and be especially alert in residential neighborhoods. 
● Always walk on the sidewalk or pathways when possible 
● Never dart out into the street or cross between parked cars 
● Make sure to carry a flashlight with you to help see and be seen 
● Always check the candy before eating 

 
Halloween COVID-19 safety tips for homeowners 

● Trick-or-treating hours start around 6 PM 
● Use duct tape to mark six-foot lines in front of your home and leading to driveway/front door 
● Position a distribution table between yourself and trick-or-treaters 
● Distribute candy on a disinfected table to eliminate direct contact 
● Consider handing out candy in an open space where distancing is possible, rather than from the front door 
● Consider a neighborhood costume parade; it is an easy way to keep safe space between children 
● If you do not wish to participate in Halloween festivities, turn your lights off and close the curtains 

 
 

 
 
Executive Director Darlene Rothman 
www.berkleychamber.com  
248-414-9157 
P.O. Box 72-1253 Berkley, MI 48072 
 
 
 

Join Us Virtually at 4 PM on October 29th for the State of the Cities!  
This event gives an opportunity for the Berkley Downtown Development Authority (DDA), Berkley School District, the 
Berkley Area Chamber of Commerce, and the Mayors of Berkley and Huntington Woods to give their annual reports, 
summarizing the activities of the past year and what the future of next year looks like.  
 
In addition, the Chamber is able to honor business people and organizations that are supportive of the community. The 
event is free to attend, but you must register at www.berkleychamber.com to receive a Zoom invitation link. The link is 
sent upon registration.  
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DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY (DDA) 
 
Jennifer Finney, Executive Director 
www.downtownberkley.com  
3338 Coolidge Hwy. Berkley, MI 48072 
director@downtownberkley.com 
248-658-3353 
 

 
The DDA is busy supporting our existing businesses and welcoming new businesses into our beloved downtown!  
 
Welcome to Downtown Berkley: Fresh Collective Kitchen and Market (next to Vitrine Gallery), and Pinspiration (next to 
Nova Chiropractic). They both are receiving grants to update their exterior facade. 
 
Two current businesses are also receiving grant funds for exterior facade enhancement: Amici's Kitchen & Living Room 
and Articipate. It's inspiring to see our businesses invest in Berkley.  

 
Head to Berkley for a Girls Night Out on the Town!  
 
The DDA would also like to invite you to a socially-distant and fun 
Ladies Night Out. From 5-9 pm on October 15 and 16, over 15 
businesses will stay open late just for you. Plus, we're encouraging all 
ladies to wear some fun Halloween attire.  
 
Learn more at www.downtownberkley.com/ladies-night-out-october 
 
 
 

DDA Project Updates 
● Wayfinding (directional) signs are coming to Berkley in December! This installation includes 26 signs (phase 1). 

More information can be found here: www.downtownberkley.com/wayfinding-in-the-dda  
 

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES - HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES 

 
 
The City will be closed on the following day(s): 

● 11/11 - Veterans Day 
● 11/28 - Thanksgiving 
● 11/29 - Day After Thanksgiving 

Public Safety will continue to provide 24-hour operations and support 
to the community.  
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BERKLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(248) 658-3440 | www.berkley.lib.mi.us | Facebook: @BerkleyPublicLibrary 

 
Berkley Public Library Curbside Pickup & Delivery Service 
The library building remains closed to the public. However, curbside pickup and delivery in Berkley are available on: 
 

● Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
● Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 
To schedule a pickup or delivery, call the library at 248-658-3440. 
 

 
Dive Into Some of Our Digital Resources! 
 
We encourage you to visit our website (www.berkleymich.org/elibrary) to 
access our digital resources from home. You will need your library card 
number as well as your PIN. Your PIN is typically 1234 or the last four digits 
of your phone number. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Need a Library Card? 
 
Head over to berkleymich.org/librarycard to fill out an application and 
we will get you registered for a card! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Need to Connect to the Internet?  
The library's WiFi is available 24/7 outside our building.  
 
You should be able to connect from the parking lot or around the perimeter of the building. 
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OCTOBER PROGRAMS 
 
⚫ Requires Registration at http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar or 248-658-3440 
 
ADULT PROGRAMS 
Virtual Book Club for Adults⚫ 
Monday, October 12 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
We’ll be reading and discussing The Alchemist by Paolo 
Coehlo. 
 
Afternoon Book Club⚫ 
Tuesday, October 13 at 12:30 p.m. 
 
This month’s selection is A Prayer for Owen Meany by 
John Irving. This title is available for curbside pickup, 
Berkley delivery, and on Libby/Overdrive and Hoopla. 
 

Using Family Search in Your Genealogy Research⚫ 
Thursday, October 15 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Presented by Sarah Hatter. FamilySearch.org is an 
extremely useful and extensive genealogy website, and 
anyone can use it to find records and documents useful 
in their family history research. We’ll take a closer look at 
the website, explore the free digital records available, 
and the Family History Library’s catalog. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Berkley Public Library. 
 

 
TEEN PROGRAMS 
 
College Essay Workshop⚫ 
Saturday, October 17 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
This two-hour workshop aims to introduce students to the written genre of the personal 
essay for college applications and scholarships. At the end of the workshop, students 
will have composed a first draft of a personal essay by following the steps outlined in 
the materials they receive.  
 
The presenter is Dr. Nicole Guinot Varty, senior lecturer at Wayne State University. 
She teaches writing classes at all levels—from pre-college bridge programs to doctoral 
teacher-training courses. 
 

 
Black Panther Drawing Entry 
Week of October 19 
 
Come up with your own new superhero name and abilities to be entered to win a copy of 
a Black Panther comic book and a stack of Marvel trading cards! The entry slips and box 
will be out during our curbside hours all week. 
 
 
Teen Halloween Take-Home Kit⚫ 
Week of October 19 
 
Claim your bag full of spooky fun! When you register you can let us know what day you’d 
like to pick up. Saturday, October 24th we’ll have a photo backdrop out if you’re looking 
for an excuse to wear your costume more than once. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PAGE 8 

http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar


 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Weekly Storytimes 

● Wednesday afternoons at 2:00 p.m 
● Thursday mornings at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Facebook Live or Premiere 
Join us for an online storytime! Have fun with songs, 
fingerplays, and stories. We’ll stream live from the library 
Facebook page each week. All ages welcome!  
 
The video will stay up for a day or two for those unable 
to make the scheduled time, but will then have to be 
deleted. Online storytime will pause during November 
and December and return again in January. 
 
Toddler Home Learning Bags⚫ 
Week of October 5 
 
The Great Start Collaborative provided us with some 
awesome activity bags for young children for us to give 
away. We have a limited number, so we are limiting it to 
one per family. Please choose either the toddler or 
preschool bag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Preschool Home Learning Bags⚫ 
Week of October 5 
 
The Great Start Collaborative provided us with some 
awesome activity bags for young children for us to give 
away. We have a limited number, so we are limiting it to 
one per family. Please choose either the toddler or 
preschool bag. 
 
Michigan/American Chillers Drawing Entry 
Week of October 19 
 
If Johnathan Rand wrote a book about Berkley, what do 
you think he should call it? Write your title idea down and 
drop it in the box outside the library to be entered into a 
drawing to win a copy of one of Rand’s books and a 
stack of Michigan/American Chillers trading cards! The 
entry slips and box will be out during our curbside hours 
all week. 
 
Kids Halloween Take-Home Kit⚫ 
Saturday, October 24 from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
Stop by the library in costume to take a picture in front of 
a Fall backdrop and pick up an activity kit full of fun Fall 
and Halloween activities to take home! Kits can also be 
picked up the following week if necessary. 

 
 

BERKLEY HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 
COMING SOON: Berkley Holiday Coffee 
Mugs 
Looking to start your holiday shopping early? The 
Berkley Historical Museum will soon be selling a 
new holiday coffee mug.  
 
Last year, Cindy Pendleton drew a great picture of 
the Berkley Santa that is put up every year at 
Coolidge and 12 Mile. 
 
This year's mug will have a new drawing by Cindy 
of the Berkley Theatre looking very festive.  
 
They will be on sale for $10 each. For those who want them mailed, there will be a $10 charge for mailing one or two. We 
will be sure to let the community know when they arrive and where they can be purchased!  
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
(248) 658-3470 | Email: parks@berkleymich.net | Facebook: @BerkleyParksandRec  

 
 

Senior Transportation Update 
 
Starting October 7, senior transportation service will be operating 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday ONLY.  
 
Transportation will be limited and utilized for grocery shopping, doctor 
appointments, and pharmacy trips at this time.  
 
To reserve transportation please call the office at 248-658-3470. 
 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION OCTOBER PROGRAMS 
We are excited to announce that we are currently working on a Fall programming schedule (with proper social distancing 
measures in place) to reopen the Community Center.  
 
Updates with program times and measures will be coming in the following weeks. Be sure to check our Facebook page 
and the City website for more details to come! 
 
**NEW** PROGRAMS LISTED BELOW WILL BE IN-PERSON 
 
ADULT PROGRAMS  

● AKC Star Puppy Class 
● Beginner Tai Chi 
● PiYo® Live 
● Yoga Blend 
● Zumba® 

 
ADULT & CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS  

● Karate for All Ages 
 
SENIOR PROGRAMS 

● Senior Fitness 
● Chair Yoga 

 
 
 

Visit berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for programs and view ongoing classes  
that are available throughout the month. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Mark Your Calendars for Our Upcoming Halloween Events!  

 
 

● Halloween Parade 
○ Thursday, October 22, 2020 

 
 

● Boo-Tacular 
○ Friday, October 30, 2020 

 
 
 

 
 
Public Parks Are Open 
 
As a reminder, all playgrounds have reopened and are play at your 
own risk: 
 

● Stay home if you are sick 
● Practice safe social distancing 
● Refrain from group activities 
● Wash your hands before and after using the park 

 
 
 

 
 

**OPENING SOON** 
Be Ready for When We Open the 
Community Center  
 
We are so excited to be reopening to the public but our FIRST 
priority is the health and safety of you and our staff.  
 
Before we open, check out our COVID-19 Frequently Asked 
Questions for when you come back to visit us at the Community 
Center at www.berkleymich.org/communitycenterfaqs.  
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BOARDS & COMMISSIONS OCTOBER MEETINGS 
 
Due to COVID-19 and the local State of Emergency, all governing and advisory boards & 
commission meetings will be virtual. Additionally, the advisory boards & commissions will be 
moving to a bi-monthly schedule. Governing boards will continue with a monthly schedule.  
 
Visit our calendar page on the website for more details and to stay up-to-date with our boards 
& commissions.  
 
OCTOBER 02: 

● 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM - The Clerk's Office will be extending its hours for ELECTION BUSINESS ONLY  
 
OCTOBER 05:  

● 7:00 PM - City Council Meeting 
 
OCTOBER 06: 

● 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM - The Clerk's Office will be offering a Drive-Up Service for ELECTION BUSINESS ONLY 
 
OCTOBER 07: 

● 7:00 PM - Citizens Engagement Advisory Committee Meeting 
 
OCTOBER 12:  

● 7:00 PM - Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 
 
OCTOBER 14:  

● 8:30 AM - Downtown Development Authority Meeting  
● 6:30 PM - Beautification Advisory Commission Meeting 

 
OCTOBER 15: 

● 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM - The Clerk's Office will be offering a Drive-Up Service for ELECTION BUSINESS ONLY 
 
OCTOBER 19:  

● 7:00 PM - City Council Meeting 
 
OCTOBER 20:  

● 7:00 PM - Master Plan Steering Committee Meeting 
 
OCTOBER 21:  

● 6:30 PM - Technology Advisory Committee Meeting 
● 7:00 PM - Library Board Meeting 

 
OCTOBER 24:  

● 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM - The Clerk's Office will be extending its hours for ELECTION BUSINESS ONLY 
 
OCTOBER 27:  

● 7:00 PM - Planning Commission Meeting 
 
OCTOBER 31:  

● 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM - The Clerk's Office will be extending its hours for ELECTION BUSINESS ONLY 
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